
IB the Life of JE SOP. 

office he was then to perform, he imagined, it 
would be as little agreeable to their honour, to 
take the opinion of a Have, as it vvouldbevvith 
his condition toofferit; but that this might be 
obviated and their dignity preferved, by mak- 
ing him free. Tnis they allowed was highly 
reafonable, and immediately treated about 
the price of his liberty, and ordered the mo- 
ney to be paid to his mailer. Xantbus , tho’ 
loth to part with JEfop , now found that he 
could not avoid it, and therefore making a 
virtue of neceffity, rather chofe to prefent 
JEfop to the commonwealth than to fell him, 
which the Samians were highly pleafed with, 
and the council having returned their thanks 
to Xantbus , JEfop was prefen ted with his free- 
dom, on which he addreffied them as follows, 
( I am perfuaded that it is fcarcely necelfary 
* to tell fo many wife men, that the Eagle is a 
« royal bird : this bird therefore fignifies a great 
< king, and his dropping the ring into the 
‘ bofom of a Have, who has no power over 
« himfelf, is to let you know that you will 
« lofe your liberties, if you do not take a 
1 proper care to preferve them. Some po- 
« tent prince has a defign againll you, and 
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. who fliould this be, but Crafiu King o 

< Lydia, who, you are fenfible, is preparing for 

< fome great enterpnfe.’ The council thank- 
ed JEfop for the caution he had given them, 

and then difmiffed him. 

A ffiort time after JEfop s prediction was 
juflilied by the event ; for AmbalTadors ar- 
rived from Crcefus, who demanded of the Sa- 
mians a tribute for their mailer, and threatened 
them with an invafion in cafe of their refufal. 
This affair being debated in council, the ma- 
jority were rather for peace with Ikvery, than 
for running the hazard of war with fo powerful 
a prince. However, they refolved not to come 
to a determination till they had fir ft confulted 
JEfop , who gave them his thoughts in words 
to this effect : ‘ You have two parts before 

f you, faid he, one of which mull be taken : 
‘ the path of liberty, which is indeed narrow 
‘ and rugged at the entrance, but will prove 
c plainer and fmoother the farther you go ; 
‘ the other is the path of fervitude, which, 

* though it feems eafy at firft, you will find 
‘ afterwards moll rugged and filled with in- 

* fuppor table difficulties.’ The Samians , at 
thefe words, unanimoufiy declared for liber- 
ty* 


